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Spelling/Transcription

To segment words to hear phonemes and 
write using the correct grapheme.

To know alternative graphemes for phonemes 
e.g. sound /ai/ can be as: ay, eigh, a_e

Common exception words (tricky words)

Contractions e.g. do not = don’t, I have = I’ve

Homophones e.g. too, two, to 

Suffixes e.g. ment, ness, ful, less, ly



Handwriting and Presentation

Cursive letter formation, lead in and lead out

Size – tall & short letters, letters that stand 
and sit on the line

Start using diagonal strokes needed to join 
letters

Capital letters – knowing how to write each 
one, correct size and orientation



Composition

Planning – writing key ideas, words

Writing for different purposes - narratives, 
about real events, poetry

Editing – additions, revisions, corrections

Proof-reading – check for errors in spelling, 
grammar & punctuation

Read aloud their writing with appropriate 
intonation



Vocabulary, Grammar and 
Punctuation

Use familiar and new punctuation correctly: 

.  ?  ‘ !  , 

Different sentence forms: statement, 
question, exclamation, command

Noun phrases to describe & specify e.g. the 
blue butterfly

Using the correct tense

Use: when, if, because, or, and, but
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Using conjunctions, adjectives and adverbs.

• I was riding my bike.  I fell off.

• I was riding my bike and I fell off.

• I was riding my new bike and I fell off.

• I was riding my new bike carelessly and I fell 
off.

• I was riding my new bike carelessly and I fell 
off and hurt my knee.



Assessment at the end of Year 2

• Working at greater depth

• Working at the expected level (most children)

• Working towards the expected level

• Working below the expected level



Working at the expected standard
The pupil can write a narrative about their own and 
others’ experiences (real and fictional), after discussion 
with the teacher:

• writing most sentences with capital letters and full 
stops and with some use of question marks and 
exclamation marks

•  using sentences with different forms in their writing 
(statements, questions, exclamations and commands)

•  using some expanded noun phrases to describe and 
specify

•  using present  and past tense mostly correctly and 
consistently
•  using co-ordination (or / and / but) and some 
subordination (when / if / that / because)



Working at the expected standard
The pupil can write a narrative about their own and 
others’ experiences (real and fictional), after discussion 
with the teacher:

•  segmenting spoken words into phonemes and 
representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly
•  spelling many common exception words

•  spelling some words with contracted forms
•  adding suffixes to spell some words correctly in their 
writing e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly*

•  using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join 
letters in some of their writing

•  writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, 
orientation  and relationship to one another  and to lower 
case letters

•  using spacing between words that reflects the size of the 
letters.



Working at greater depth within the
expected standard
• write effectively and coherently for different purposes,

drawing on their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar 
of their writing

• Make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections 
to their own writing

• use the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 1
mostly correctly

• spell most common exception words

• spell most words with contracted forms

• add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing,
e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly

• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join
letters in most of their writing.
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Writing at home

After reading a book, ask your child to re-tell the story in their 
own words. This will help with sequencing ideas (beginning, 
middle and end). You may ask them to use Kung Fu punctuation 
when they re-tell the story to help them understand where their 
sentence will end and a new one will begin.

Ask your child what they must remember when writing a 
sentence (begin with a capital letter, spaces between words, 
end with full stop or other appropriate punctuation).



Writing at home

Ask them to start writing. Encourage them to keep reading back 
from the start of the sentence so they know which word to write 
next and avoid leaving out any words. Also encourage cursive 
formation. Encourage them to use more interesting words rather 
than simple ones.

Ask them to read the sentences. Praise them for what they did 
well e.g. remembering to use the correct punctuation, using 
adjectives, adverbs, variety of connectives. Choose 1 or 2 things 
to teach them. You may go over any spellings of high frequency 
words or choose a letter to practice formation. Can they add an 
adjective or adverb to their writing? 
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Thank you for your 
continued support.


